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At a Meeting of the Yice-Chan- 
cellor, Heads of Houſes, and 
Proctors, Sept. 13. 1720. 


RD E RE D, That Thanks be given to 

M Fenton for his Sermon preach'd laſt Sun- 
day Morning at *Maxy's: And that he be de- 
fired to print the 
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SERMON| 


Preached before the 
U NI V E R 8 ITY. 


OA FO & D 
At + MARYs 
On Sunday, Sep, IT. 1720. 
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By "EEE FaxToX, M. A. S of Criſt 


Church, Oxon, and Rector of — Scures in 
22 


% 
Printed at the Tuz ar RE, for Steph. Nelcher Bookſeller; 


and are to be Sold by % Nuapton, V. Meadows, and 
3 SPS, Bookſellers i in London. 1720. 
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| 7 any Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the 
Oracles of God. 


C HIS General Epiſtle, directed to the 
Fewiſh Converts to Chriſtianity „Then 
diſpers d throughout ſeveral Parts of 

3 the World, is obſery'd to contain a 

compendious Inſtruction towards the Diſcharge 

Jol their reſpective Duties, in all the various Cir- 

cumſtances and Relations of Life; Whether we 

conſider them in their private and perſonal Capa- 
cities, in regard of the Engagements they more 
immediately lay under to Themſelves; or with 
reference to their Social Nature, and the recipro- 

4 aal Offices ariſing from thence; or as they were 

Members of ſome Political Community, and there- 

by oblig d to obey Magiſtrates, and to ſubmit them- 

= ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, But the Apoſtle 
chiefly addreſſes himſelf to them as conſtituent 

Parts of the Myſtical Body, the Univerſal Church 

Jof Chriſt; and more eſpecially, to Thoſe who 

were called to any Holy Function therein; who 

according to their Diverſity of Gifts, were to mini- 
er the ſame one to another, as good Stewards of the 

NManifold Grace of G 0 D. And as a particular Branch 

pf Their Miniſtery, If, ſays He, any Man ſpeak, 

N let him ſþeak as the Oracles 15 God, 


In 


— ever He had ſpoken unto —— 
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In diſcourſing upon which Subject, it may be 
proper to conſider, 
F - What we are to underftand by the Oracles f | 
0 3 
II. What is here meant by Speaking. And. 
III. In what reſpects we may Speak, as the Ora- 9 
| cles of God, 2 
And Firſt, By the Oracles of God, I underſtand, * 
The divinely inſpird Writings of the Old and 3 
New Teſtament. For tho the Former be more 
eſpecially referr d to by the Apoſtle in the Text, 
yet the Latter have the ſame Signature and Im- 
_ preſs, were reveal d by the ſame Infallible Spirit, 
and ratified by the like irrefragable Atteſtation 
of Gov. Miracles and Prophecies were the un- 
deniable Credentials, to confirm the — 4 J 
of them Both; to evince, that tho' they were | = V 
deliver d by the Intervention of Men, yet they tc 


were, in Truth and Reality, the Word of God. And D. 
therefore to all thoſe Writings, which the Church : th, 
calls Canonical, may be extended the Aſſertions "F - 
of S. Paul, That they were all given by Inſpiration, al 
2 Tim. 3. 16. and That He, as well as the reſt of a fu 
the Apoſtles, ſpake not in the Words which Man's © 4 A 
te 


Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. | 
1 Cor. 2. 13. 

And what by the Spirit of God they ſpake, yl | 
the ſame Inſpiration they wrote; that it might 
be an adequate and ſufficient Rule of Faith and 
Nanners, in all ſucceeding Ages of the Church. 
For This End was the gracious Promiſe of our 
Saviour exactly fulfill d, That when the & pirit of © 
Truth ſhould come, he ſhould guide them into All 2 
and bring All things to their Renner ance, whatſo- 


very q 


Unwer/ity of Oxford. 3 
Very uncertain would have been the Rule, and 
dubious the Direction of Chriſtians, when Extra- 
ordinary Gifts and Operations ſhould ceaſe, and 
the Hirit ſhould be pour d out in a Leſs plenti- 
ful Meaſure, than was neceſſary at the Firſt Pub- 
lication of the Goſpel; had not theſe Things 
been committed to Writing, they had not been 
= left, as a Standing Monument, to the Church of 
Gop. But now Theſe Things are Written, that 
We might unerringly Believe that Feſus u the Chriſt, 
the Son of God, and that Believing we might have 
* Life tbrougb Hy Name: Joh. 20. 31. And the 
Houſhold of God 1s firmly and ſecurely built 2 
This Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, of which 
Feſus Chriſt is the chief Corner-Stone. Eph. 2. 20. 
\ This is the Sacred Depoſitum,in which is reveal d 
the whole Counſel of God, in relation to the eternal 
Welfare of Man, and the Means conducing there- 
to. For, ſays S. Paul to Timothy, The Holy Scri- 
ptures are able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, and 
throughly furnſhed unto all good Works. 2 Tim. 3. 
With what Confidence then can the Romanzſts 
alledge the Neceſſity of Their Unwritten Tradi- 
= Zons? what Proofs can they give of their divine 
Authority? or what Advantage can they pre- 
tend will thence redound to the Souls of Men ? 
But They are like the Phariſees of old, who by 
Their Traditions evacuated the Commandments 
of Gop. For what Doctrine is there ſo plainly 
deliverd, what Article of Faith ſo fully eſta- 
= blih'd, or what Duty of Life ſo clearly incul- 
= , cated in Holy Writ, which may not be, which has 
not been, ſuperſeded or revers d, by thoſe who 
have recourſe to an Ora! Law, to the various 
and uncertain Rumours of Unwritten Traditions, 
75 A 2 | or 
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or to the Dictates of a pretended Infallible Con- 
ſerver of them? unwarrantably impoſing them 
upon the Conſciences of Men, as indiſpenſable 
Terms of Communion, and equally neceſſary to 
Salvation with the expreſs Injunctions of the 
ſure, the Written Word of Prophecy, the lively 
Oracles of That Goo, with whom is no Variableneſs 
or Shadow of Turning? 5 

Thus likewiſe are all They to be rejected and 
abhorr'd, who pretend to New Lights, and New 
Revelations, and would obtrude their own wild 
Imaginations upon the World, as the undoubted 
 Oracles of the Holy Ghoſt. For ſince Go p, who 


in old time ſpake unto the Fathers by Moſes and the 


Prophets, did in the latter days, fully reveal his 
Will to Mankind by CHRIST and his Apoſtles, 
and ſufficiently confirm the Truth of the Goſpel 
by mighty Signs and Wonders wrought by Them; 
no longer are ſuch Extraordinary Effects to be 
expected, no longer are they of Uſe to His 
Church. Other Foundation can no Man lay; than 
that ij laid; 1 Cor. 3. 11, And if an Angel from Hea- 
ven ſhould preach any other Goſpel, let him, lays S. 
Paul, be accur ſed. Gal. 1.8. How impiouſly then do 
the Enthuſiaſts depreciate the Scripture, as a Dead 
Letter, in compariſon of Their boaſted Illumina- 
tions; or rather, the Suggeſtions of Satan, and 
the Illuſions of the Powers of Darkneſs? To this 
purpoſe may be applied what the Prophet /ſa:ah 
ſays, with reference to thoſe who ſeek unto Them 
that have familiar Spirits, and unto Wizards that 


mutter, & Should not a People ſeek unto their G O D, and Uk 


to the Law, and to the Teſtimony ? if they ſpeak not 
according to This Word, it is becauſe there it no Light 
in them. Iſai. 8. 19, 20. . 
2 What 
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Univerſity of Oxford. 5 
What is meant in the Text by Speaking, 1 come 
1 ow in the 
= FSrcond place to oder. 

Now by OE | is meant, Publickly inſtruct- 
Ig and admoniſhing the People, concerning the 
Frinciples and Duties of Religion, according to 

b e Inſtitution of G op. As under the Oeconomy 
If the Jews, ſo likewiſe under the Diſpenſation 
© the Goſp , The Prieſt s Lips muſt keep Know- 
1 . and 5 People muſt ſeek it at Hu Mouth ; for 
2 le n the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. Mal. 2. 7. 
Accordingly ſays our Saviour to his Apoſtles, Fle 


| 1 hat heareth You, heareth Me; and He that deſþiſeth 


u deſpiſeth Me. Luke 10. 16. The Sound of the 
: Goſpel, | tis true, is now gone out into all Lands , 
I ad has extended it {elf to the Ends of the Morld; 
t ſtill there will be Herefes in the Church, which 
1 bs neceſlary for thoſe who are peculiarly ſet 
Part for this Office, to guard the People againſt ; 
1 1! it will be needful to inculcate the very firſt 
: 476. of Religion; to ſow the good” Seed of the 
nu Word, that 1t may bring forth Fruit more abundantly ; 
& © inform the Ignorant and Weak, as well as to 
Wcite the languid affections of the more Saga- 
pus and Knowing; to awaken the Inconſiderate 
Wd Slothful, and to advance the Sprritual Profi- 
eh of the more Serious and Devout; to recal 
Wicked from the Error of his Ways, and to 
F Womote a true ſenſe of Piety and Virtue amongſt 


4 
b 


| Wor theſe and the like purpoſes, Preaching 1s 
arr Means which God has inſtituted in 
church; and doubtleſs he delights to bleſs his 
bn Inſtitution with a particular Influence of his 
0 ace; to give an additional Energy to — 
| Ic 
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lick Inſtructions and Exhortations, and impreifl 
them in a more lively manner upon the Cont Pe 
ſciences of Men; to make them quick and 1 I te 
ſharper than any two-edged Sword. le 
And therefore in vain is this Inſtitution of Goi 
decried and vilified by Some as a Carnal 1 Lan: 
Aion, as the Ordinance of Man; and in vain i 
it repreſented as uſeleſs and unprofitable by OX 
thers, how enlarg'd, how improv d, how ſuperioWonſ 
ſoever their Underſtandings are to 'the Capaciti he 
of the Vulgar: But Moſt abſurd and unreaſonab his 
are thoſe, who pretend to Speak, to be Miniſteſ paſte 
and Dif} denſers of the Word of Go, when Gol 
hath not called them thereto, nor required Thi 
at their Hands. 2 
What the Apoſtle ſays concerning the AaronulWher 
Prieſt-hood in general, is neceſſarily applicab Ihro 
to the particular Office of Teaching in the Ch He, 
of C RIS, That No Man taketh,No Man Oug We 7 
to aſſume, this Honour unto himſelf, Heb. f. 4. I. had 
an impious Intruſion, a ſacrilegious Oſur patio Pate: 
for any one to exerciſe this ſacred Function, ui 
leſs he be duly authoriz d and commiſſion d then i 
to, unleſs he be called of GOD, as was Aaron. Fol 
according to the ſame Apoſtle, even Chriſt Jeſi 
notwithſtanding the tranſcendent Dignity of li il 
Nature, notwithſtanding the inſeparable Uni 1 
of the Divinity to his Humanity, did not gr 
Himſelf” to be made an High-Prieſt, or to execul X 
any Part of his Prieſtly Office; but he receiv di 
Glory from GOD the Father, when, after he vil 
3 the Heavens were opened unto him, and 
Spirit of GOD deſcended hike a Dove upon him: 15 
there came a Voice to him from the Excellent Gli any 
Jaying, Thu u my Beloved Son, Matth. 3.16, 2 25 
2 4 


ref 4 BY 
on Pet. 1. 17. Then was he called and appoint- 
fi d to the Diſcharge of this Duty, then was he ſo- 
emnly inveſted in it with Power from above; 
oi Ind it was not till after That Time, that Feſus be- 
Jun an to Preach, Matth. 4. 17. 88 
in 38 And as our Bleſſed Lord was thus conſtituted 
y 0M Sovereign High-Prieft over the Houſe of GOD, thus 
rich onſecrated by the UnCtion of the Spirit to preach 
ite e good Tidings of Salvation; ſo he communicated 


57 


nab his Power to his Apoſtles, the firſt Biſhops and 
[te aſtors of his Church; As my Father ſent Me, ſo 
ed 1 You, John 20.21. Go ye therefore, and teach 
Nations, Matth. 28.19. And as this their Com- 
niſſion was deriv d from Him, the Supreme Head 


7 
D 


*Whro' Them to their Succeſſors for ever: For, ſays 


had ſent and commiſſion d Them, ſo They dele- 
ated their Authority to Others; they appointed 
ibers over the Miniſtry of the Word, and the Pub- 
Jication of the Goſþe/. More eminent indeed 


Fo gas the Dignity, and more ſublime the Vocation 


f the Governours and Biſbops of the Church, 
of Huch as of Timothy at Epheſus, and Titus in Crete 
Ini rho were to Ordain Elders in every City, Tit. 1. 5. 
on and by laying on of Hands to ſubſtitute Inferior 
ecuſpaſtors, of a diſtinct and ſeparate Order, for the 
4 198 dification of the Houſhold of Faith; yet theſe 
e inferior Paſtors, as well as They that had the 
1d (Rule over them, were regularly impower d to 


„ reach the Word, to 7 5 to rebuke, to exhort, If 


;loyſany Man therefore ſpeak, ſuch muſt be his Mi- 
b. ion, and ſuch the Authority by which he ſpeaks: 
2 188 17:s it the Door; by which he that entreth not * 


; Univerſity of Oxford. 7 


er all things to the Church; ſo it was to deſcend 


1 e, Lo, I am with you Always , even to the End of 
ol? e World, Matth. 28. 20. Accordingly, as Chriſt 


8 . 


N * 
12 
\ 

17 
i 
& +. 
4 I 
I 
_- 
'" 
= 

L 

* 

' 0 
1 
* 
* [Ly 
N 
* 4 
£ 
* 
2 
10 
1 
1 
* 
1 * 
1 
— 
* 
P 
* 
* 
; 4 

2 

3B; 

+ 

. 
a 
* 
* % 
PEAS 
3 
we 
65. 
= > 
1 
4 
1 
. 
19 
* 
14 
15 
WH 
* "x 
x 
1 
» 
+3 
2.3 
* 
* "oy 
+1 
:, Y 
Is * 
14 
15 
11 
3 
77 
FI 1 
1 
2 
Ts 
Lv 
«7 
18 
' 

* 
WY 
y 
} 

4 
1 
. 
e 
: 1 
* 
of + 
SY 
28 
J 7 5 
43K 
.-Y 
* 
1 
ue. 
3 
i 
* 


1 — + > 
ow TR : 


_ 


— ED 
> > 


— 
Ins _ 


En * 2 — 3 
— — . ——— 1 a>. cy 


r ne mp Hr I 
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the & heep-fold, but climbeth up ſome other Way ; tel Y 


fame is a Thief and a Robber ; and in vain do the Y 
deluded Sheep hear his Voice, John 10. 3 
For how ſhall They Hear, with what Pretence 3 
of Edification, with what imaginable Advantage 
to their Souls, who heap to themſelves Schiſmatica WM done 
Teachers, rending the Church of CHRIST? Or 

| how ſhall They Preach,with what Aſſurance, with 

what Ingenuouſneſs ſhall They publickly hold fill 1 
the Word of Life, who are not duly and regular 3 

ſent? And Thole only, according to the Senſe 

of Scripture and all Antiquity, as well as the Con 4 
ſtitutions of Our Church, are duly and cegularh 

ſent, who are choſen and called to this Work, by Ne 

who have publick Authority given them to call and ſl f 

| Miniſters into the Lord's Vineyard. YZ 

I] he Neceſſity of Ordination by Biſbops has of.. 

been irrefragably prov'd apo the Dzſſenter: 

by the learned Advocates of our Church; and Tie 
ſenſeleſs Cavil againſt the uninterrupted Succeſ 
ſion of ſuch ſuperior Paſtors amongſt us on 

CaR1sT and his Apoſtles, firſt invented by the 
Romaniſts, whom They would ſeem to abhor, ha; 
oft been abundantly refuted : But till, 1 — 2 
aſhamed of theſe their Abominations ? nay , they ar: 
not at all aſhamed, neither can they bluſh. 1 

Various and inconſiſtent one with another are 2 
the Sects amongſt us, and different the Pretenſion: 
of their Teachers ; Some of which lay claim to 

a rightful Ordination, by the Impoſition of the : 
Hands of their Presbytery ; Some alledge an invi- 1 e 
ſible, Enthuſiaſtical Call, by the Sole Impulſe ot Pep 
the Spirit of Gop; and Some think 44 own Pons 

Natural Endowments, or Acquired Abilities, ſuffi- ir 
cient Warrants to entitle them to inſtru ct their 

ſeyeral | 1 


Faris 


Univerſiiy of Oxford. 9 
ſeyeral Congregations, and act in Chriſt's ſtead: 


But are not all ſuch audacious Invaders of the 
Miniſterial Function to be reckon d amongſt the 
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cell a | Many who ſhall one day ſay unto Chriſt, Lord, Lord, 
e . we not propheſied in thy Name, and in thy Name 
ay done wonderful Worts? Ihen ſhall He profeſs unto 


them, I never knew you, Matth. 7, 22, 23. Ye had 
| no Commiſſion or Authority from Me; Ye have 
Sfollowd your own unruly Wills, inftead of the 
Cuidance and Direction of the Spirit; and pro- 
Ir Pace your own abſurd Devices, inſtead of f the 
abitable Oracles of G OD. 
mi And hence I proceed to ſhew, | 
ent I Thirdly , In what reſpeQs we may ſpeak as the 
end Pracles of God. 
And here by Socks as the Oracles of God, Some 
Commentators underſtand the Form and Manner of 
ert; pur publick Inſtructions: As if the Apoſtle had 
2 aid, He that teacheth in the FO of Gos, that 
ceſ. | 
on 


Ml 
rt) © 
rl» 
nl: 
on. 4 


hall rr conformable 1 Let him Speak with a 
thy Pevout Fervency and Zeal, as rightly conſidering 
an he great Buſineſs he is tranſacting: that he is 
Pelivering his Commiſſion from Gop, and repre- 

Enting the Perſon of CnRIST. But Others re- 
jon; train this Injunction ſolely to the Matter of our 
n to | Diſcourſes ; which muſt have a conſtant and in- 
the Wariable regard to the ſincere Word of Gop, and 
nvi-i He Intrinſick Worth and Importance of it, in 


e of i a Pppoſition to the fond Inventions and Specula- 


own ons, and the prejudicate Opinions and Fancies 
f. Bf Men. 


1 
72 N = 
[49 £4 


reral i | B 1 


10 A Sermon Preach'd before the | 
But, without excluding Either of theſe Senſes, |? 
we ſhall duly obferye the Apoſtles Direction, if 
we endeavour to Speak as the Oracles of God, in re- 
pect of, The Soundneſs ofiour Doctrine, The Dignity 
of the Subject, and, The Authority of our Speech. = >. 
Aud x. We muſt Speak as the Oracles of God, in Ga 
reſpect of the Sounaneſs of our Dockrine. 3 
No the Seripture being the exact and unerring 
Rule both of our Faith and Practice, Whatever 
correſponds with That, is Orthodox and Sound in 
and Whatever diſagrees therewith, is erroneou th 
and falſe. The Leaft Obliquity, the Leaſt De“ th 
viation from the Integrity of this Rule, is a Per. 2 
verſion of the Word of Gov, and ſubjects te ci 
Preachers of it to the Curſe denounced. in the R. 80 
velations, If any Man fball add unto theſe thing, v. 
God ſhall add unto Him the Plagues that are writta dt 


nion of CuhRIST, (which is the great Deſign 08 

our Labours in the Ge) but to promote th 

ſordid Intereſts of Men; not to ſpeak as the pci 
ſpicuoi 
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ſpicuous Oracle of GOD, but as the ambiguous 
Picdates and Doctrine of Devils. 

In order rightly to divide and expound the Mord 

of GOD, tis neceſſary that the Preachers thereof 

' ſhould have a fincere Regard to the Analogy o 


Faith and Manners; to the conſtant . e 


Sacred Writ, conformably to the cleareſt an 


"7 moſt expreſs Paſſages of it, and to it's general 


Axioms and Poſitions; comparing Spiritual Things 
with Spiritual, and Scripture with Scripture ; pay- 
ing a juſt Deference to the Interpretations of 
the Primitive Expoſitors of it, who certainly are 
the moſt competent Witneſſes, tho not Infallible 
Judges of it's Senſe; and duly reverencing the De- 
ciſions of the Church, and the Forms of found Wards 
Synodically eftabliſh'd thereby: Inſtead of per- 
verſly leaning to the Strength of their own Un- 
derſtanding, and implicitly following the Gui- 
dance of their own private Reaſon, which is apt 
to puff Men up with an intemperate Conceit © 
their Knowledge, tho, in reality, they know nothing, 
but doat upon Sceptical Queſtzons , and Sophiſtical 
rr ia Ec 
If we would hearken to the pernicious Coun- 
{els of ſome ſuch Opinionatiſts, ſuch unwarrant- 
able Interpreters of the Will of Gop, then might 
every Man be at liberty to vent what ſeems right 
in his own Eyes, to his own particular Perſuaſion 
and Fancy, how repugnant ſoeyer to ſound Do- 
Arine; and to walk in the Sight of hus Eyes, and 
in the Ways of his Heart, But in relation to Men 
of ſuch innovating and adventurous Spirits does 
Gon, by the Mouth of Jeremiah, make ae 


T | _ tical Repreſentation to the em-; A wonderful and 


horrible Thing is committed in the Land; The Prophets 
2 ' oY 3 © - nos. 
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befe falſiy, and m People Love to have it ſo; And 
py. 25 «yp in 2 End thereof? Ter. 72 3I, 
The Queftion is eaſily reſolyable with reſpect to 
our ſelves, If ſuch unruly Teachers be permitted 
amongſt us, we ſhall ſoon come to Anarchy and 
Confuſion, to a Diſſolution of all Regularity and 
Order in the Church, to an univerſal Licentiouſ- 


nes both in Faith and Practice , and to Every 


Evil Work. 

To every ſuch peſtilent Seducer may we not | 
juſtly ſuppoſe Goo to take up the like Expro- 

Yration with That recorded by the Pſalmiſt, Why | 
agſt Thou Preach My Laws, and takeſt My Covenant in i 
thy Mouth? Whereas thou hateſt to be Reformed, and 
haſt caſt My Words behind thee. -- "Gras haſt let thy 
Mouth ſpeak Wickedneſs, and with thy Tongue thou 
Haſt ſet forth Deceit. Thou ſatteſt and ſpakeſt againſt 
thine Holy Mother, the Church, and haſt /landered her 
truly Primitive and Orthodox Sons. - When thou 
ſaweſt an Heretick, thou conſentedſt unto him, and haſt 
been Partaker with the Schiſmatick. - I will there- 
fore reprove thee, and ſet before thee the things that 
thou haſt done. 
But 2. We muſt Speak as the Oracles of GOD, in 
reſpect of the Dignity 75 the Subject. 
The Subject -Matter of all our Inſtructions, and 
all our Exhortations, is the Word of Gop; and 
the Ends to which they are all to be referr'd, are 
the Promotion of His Glory, the Cultivation of 
Peace and Good-Will amongſt Men, and the Sal- 
vation of their immortal Souls. In order to the 
Attainment of theſe Ends, the Scriptures are the 
inexhauſtible Fund, from which we are to pro- 
duce the Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom and Elo- 
«rot They are profitable, hv the Aue for 


ine, 
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* Doftrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be perfect. 
2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. And, according to the Fſalmiſt, 
Pſal. 19. The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
* the Soul; the Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making 
= wiſe the Simple ; The Statutes of the Lord are right, 
rejeycing the Heart; the Commandment of the Lord u 
pure, enlighining the Eyes: More to be deſired than 
Gold yea, than much fine Gold. The moſt excellent 
of all Human Compoſures, the Elegance of Ora- 
ors, the Acuteneſs of Philoſophers, and the wiſe 
Inſtitutions of Szazeſmen, are but barren, unaffect- 
ing and low, if compar d to the Dignity, the Sub- 
limity, the Majeſty of the Inſpir d Writings. And 
therefore in illuſtrating and impreſſing upon the 
Minds of Men the glorious Things that are ſpoken 
in theſe Oracles of G OD, ſhall we not endeavour 
ito Speak, Ut Eloguia Dei, Ut Decet eum qui Lega- 
um Dei agit, & ipſius Dei nomine verba facit? as a 
Learned Commentator has it upon the place? 
Dr, as Another * explains this paſſage, Non pro- 
Jana, ludicra, vana ; ſed ſolida, ſanita, Deo digna? 
And indeed, how is it poſſible for Him, who 
$ rightly affected and diſpos'd towards Religious 
Things, and has made them the peculiar Buſineſs 
nd Study of his Life, to think or ſpeak of the 
kalted Sentiments and Raptures of the Prophets, 
Iith the Indolence and Indifference of a Storch? ' 
ow ſhall He condeſcend to trivial Amuſements, 
languid , lifeleſs,” jejune Obſervations and 
houghts, who is treating of the ſublime Myſteries 
our Holy Faith, and the Excellency of thoſe 
rtues and Graces which adorn the Chriſtian 
te? of the ſtupendous Inſtance of Gop's Love 


1 Hemmingius. 2 Tirinus. 
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in the Redemption of Mankind, his delivering 


us from the Captivity of Sin, from the Domini- * 
on of Death, and from the Power of Hell, and | 
entitling us to an Inheritance immortal, incorrupti. 1 K 
ble, eternal, reſerved in Heaven for us? Should 5 
not his Heart burn within him, in his Meditation 
upon the Word of God, (as it did in the Breaſt; os 
of the Diſciples, when our Saviour zalked with then c. 


by the Way, and opened to them the Scriptures ) til! 110 

at length Js effectually ſpeak with his Tongue ? 4 i 
It has been but too frequently obſerv d, to th D; 

ſoy of the Profane, and the Sorrow of all ſeri 2 


ous and conſiderate Men, how much Diſſer via! 

has been done to Religion by ſuch mean, ſuc mi 
ludicrous Effuſions, as are unworthy of the 4 baer 
baſſadors of God, and unſuitable to Chriſtian Ed u 
fcation ; how mach Scorn. and Contempt the 2 


bring upon the Preachers of the Word, which 3 
amongſt the Unthinking Part of Mankind, haf 


unjuſtly ſoever, are apt to deſtroy the god Ea Fn 
fe& their Miniſtrations ſhould have, and mal E 
their Office it ſelf, which ſhould be highly eſteen -- _. 
in Love for it's Inſtitution s ſake, to be evil jo 17 


of, and evil entreated. 

Nor leſs Diſparagement do They occaſion 
this Sacred Ordinance, who proſtitute their rel 
and Tongues to fulſome Encomms ben! 4 
Great; who varniſh their fancied Virtues, 
palliate their real Imperfections; who ooch td 
in their Purſuits of ty Honour, and flatf 
them upon their elegant Refinements in P 
ſure; who extol the Vivacity of their Wit, 
magnify their Social and Palitica! Qualification 
without any regard to their Religious Princip 7 
or their Chriſtian Conyerſation : thus daubing "i 


unte 
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5 [8 wntemper d Morter, and ſpeaking in a Language un- 
becoming the Oracle of God, = CLEA 
a Not to mention here the groſs Abſurdities of 
"7 thoſe aſſuming, unwarrantable Teachers, whoſe 
7 Eloquence conſiſts in vain NO, and a Vehe- 
2 mence of Sounds deftitute of Senſe ; who, inſtead 
of making a right Uſe of them, generally depiſe 
| the Improvements of Literature, and the Embel- 
liſhments of Sczences and Arts, (thoſe admirable 
h 2 Afiſtantsto the more uſeful, to the nobleſt Study, 
Divinity) as if they were All but beggarly Rudi- 
ments, and Philoſopby falſiy ſo, called; who make 
mighty Boaſts of the Powerfulneſs of their Ha- 
rangues, and Purer Ediſication, when tis all but 
unintelligible Jargon and Confuſion: as if, in the 
1 2 moſt literal fignification of the Words of the 
ES 4poſtle, they intended no other than The Foolifp- 

LS neſs of Preaching. N 

S8. Paul indeed might, by a Rhetorical Figure, 
ſay, that he came not with Excellency of Speech ; tho 
1 what could be more Excellent than his Diſcour- 
= ſes? that he determin d not to know any thing ſave 
= FESUSCHRIST and Him crucified, tho he 

had been throughly inſtructed at the Feet of Ga- 
maliel; and that his Preaching was not in the Word's 


iy of Man's V:ſdom, inaſmuch as it was with the De- 
1 "WY monſtration of the Spirit: 1 Cor. 2. And therefore 
chis can by no means warrant thoſe, who have no 
a Extraordinary Communications of Knowledge, 
"ol irreverently to utter their crude, indigeſted Con- 
ceptions, or to alledge the Example of Him, who 
at 8 when he Reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and 


Judgment to come, made the Governour Felix to 
tremble; who was plentifully endu d with mira- 
culous Gifts from aboye, and had himſelf been 

caught 


* 
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caught up into the Third Heaven, where he heard un- 
ſpeakable Words, 2 Cor. 12.4. 3 
But zh, We muft ſpeak as the Oraclet of GOD, 
in reſpect of the Autborit of our Speech, "OY 3 
Ti the Injunction of S. Paul to Titus, That, 
in proſecution, of the Things recommended to 
his Truſt, he ſhould ſpeak, and exhort, and rebule 
with All Authority; and that, in conſideration of- 
the weighty Commiſſion he had receiy'd , he 
ſhould, if poſſible, let No Man deſpiſe him. Tit. 2. 
15. And with great Vehemence and Solemnity the 
Apoſtle charges Timothy, 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. Before God, , 
and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick | 
and the Dead, That in Preaching the Word, he ſhould FT; 
be inſtant In Seaſon, and Out of Seaſon, |; 
And the ſame Apoſtolical Commands are obli- 
atory likewiſe to the Inferior Diſpenſers of the 
ard, foraſmuch as they all are the Minifters of 
CHRIST, and are to Preach Not Themſelves, but. 
the Lord FESUS; and who therefore, as they] , 
are allowed of G O to be put in truſt with the Goſpel, 
muſt ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, but God, which tri- In. 
eth their Hearts. 1 Theſſ. 2. 4. TY T 
"Twas this azgp1ore, this Authority, this Boldneſs 
F Speech , for which the Apoſtles at Feruſalem | 
| prayed, when they were ſtraitly threaten d by the 
Chief Prieſts and Elders, and commanded not to ſpeak 
at all, nor teach in the Name of Jeſus ; © And now, 
Lord, behold their Threatnings , and grant unto thy 
Servants, that with all Boldneſs they may ſpeak 7 q 
Ward. Act. 4. | | BY 
Great are the Diſcouragements of temporal In- 
conyeniencies, to deter the Miniſters of the Goſ- Ih. 
pel from rebuking Vice boldly, and ſpeaking unſea- I... 


ſonable Truths; and great are the Allurements 
Rm 0 


Univer/ity of Oxford. 17 
Jof temporal Ad vantages, to perſwade them to prophe- 
ie ſmooth Things, and accommodate their Diſcourſes 
to the Humours of a vicious Age: But ſtill, if they 
bearken not unto GO D more than unto Men; if they 
5 neglect, if they evade, if they prevaricate in, this 
0 their indiſpenſable Duty; very ſevere is the De- 


: Inunciation, and dreadful the judgment of Gop: 


: 1 or, Thus ſaith the LORD, Son of Man, I have made 


, 
PY 


ee a Watchman unto the Houſe of Iſrael ; therefore 
hear the Word at My Month, and give them Warning 
From Me: When I ſay unto the Wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely 
die, and Thou giveſt him not Warning, nor ſpeakeſt to 
varn the Witked from his wicked Way, to ſave by Life, 
the ſame wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquity, but his 
Blood will Irequire at Thine Hand. Ezek. 3.17, 18. 
A very ablurd and pernicious Notion has with 


f de Serihe and Phariſees, tho they ſat in Moſes s 
Peat; And with great Aſperity of Speech did his 
poſtle S. Peter reprove the impious Demand of Si- 

Don Magus, who would have purchaſed the miracu- 
" [ous Gift of GOD with Money; © Thy Money perifo 
with thee -- IT perceive that Thou art in the Gall of Bit- 
Ferneſe, and the Bond of 1 Acts 8. os 
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Of the like dangerous and deſtructive Conſe. 2/4 
quence to the Church of Go p would be the De. 
terminations of Thoſe, who would reftrain the cos 
Miniſtert of His Word from enforcing ſuch Do- un 
- Arines, as ſuit not with their own temporizing Prin the 
ciples, with their own Political Views, and with Cc 
the Wiſdom of this World; would enjoyn them Not. ma 
to ſpeak what God has commanded them to of 
ſpeak, and herein would ſurpaſs the Iniquity off F be 
our Adverſaries, the Papiſt:; would ſhut up the Fr; 
Book of Knowledge from the Prieſts, as well af of « 
the People. WOE 5 1 
But no Fear of the Diſpleaſure of Men, no Ap NM 
prehenſion of impendent Danger, or of Preju zri: 
dice to our own perſonal Intereſts, will excuſe uf A 
in the ſight of God, if we be partial in His Lan Ac 
if we keep back any thing that is committed to ou in 
Charge, if we declare not the whole Counſel of GO rity 
In His Name, and by His Authority we Speak zur; 
and His Oracles we deliver to the World: And as ; 
therefore the great Apoſtle to the Gentilet, tho h for 
was an Ambaſſador in Bonds, exhorted his Ephejual? 
Converts to Pray always for him, that Utteranit? 
might be given unto him, that he might open his MoH 


boldly, to make known the Myſtery of the Goſpel: tha t 
therein he might ſpeak boldly, as L Ought to ſpea t 
Epheſ. 6. 18, 19, 20. 1 11 


To conclude then, Let us make theſe Oracle 
of God our Study, our Delight, and our Counſelleri 
Let us med:tate on theſe Things, and give our ſelul 
— 1 to them; And, as we are authoriz d and com 
miſſion d by Go Dp, Theſe Things, and Theſe oni 
let us command and teach: Not walking in Craftineſ 
nor handling the Word of GO deceitfully, but by Mw 
nifeſtation of the Truth commending our ſelves to even 
FR Men VEL Man! 
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Man' Conſcience in the Sight of GOD. Let our 
| 1nftruftion, as well as our Converſation, be as be- 

* cometh the Goſpel of CHRIST. Let us freely and 
unreſervedly ſhew the People their Tranſgreſſiont, and 
in. the Houſe of Jacob their Sins: that ſo our ſordid 
Compliances with the Humours of ungodly Men, 
may not be as the treacherous and dtce:tful Kiſſes 
o of an Enemy, but that our impartial Reproofs may 
be as the faithful and ſalutiferous Wounds of a 
Friend. But eſpecially, let us adorn the Doctrine 
2 of GOD our Saviour by a ſuitable Holineſs of Life; 
without which, tho we ſpeak with the Tongues of 

#3 Men and of Angels, and in the Words of the Pa- 
ju zriarchs and Prophets, and of CHRIST and his 
eu Apoſtles, it will avail us nothing in the great Day of 
Accounts. Let us ſtrive to be eminent in Word, 
in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Pu- 
rity: That ſo Preaching, and ſo Practiſing, we may 
turn many to Righteouſneſs, and at length ſhine forth 
4 the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the Stars 
For Ever and Ever. 1905 


Which Goo of his infinite Mercy grant, for 
the Sake of our Great High-Prieſt, IEsus Cuxkisr, 
to whom, with the HoLy GrosT, Three Per- 
ſons, and One Goo, be aſcrib d, as is moſt due, 
all Honour and Praiſe, Adoration and Thankſ- 

giving, in all Churches of the Saints, for Ever. 
Amen. 
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E Typographeo Clarendoniano, Impenſis Stephan 
Fletcher, „ e nuper prodierun 
Libri ſequ ente. 
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